
 

Happy New Year! It is my hope that the holiday break was restful and peaceful!  

With the new year brings new opportunity and some changes. In relation to FFA—the new 2015 State FFA 
Degree is launched and available via AGCN or AET for those chapters that utilize the online record book option. 
If your school utilizes AET, advise your student to log on AET, go to Reports, select FFA Awards, and select add to 

load the WA State FFA Degree (new). Once the application is loaded, there are instructional videos to assist in 
any questions that may arise. Those chapter that do not utilize AET, will advise students to log on through their 
AGCN account. Once the student logs on, they should choose FFA Application Center from the bottom menu. 
The list will load SAE Based awards menu, and the state degree is available there. In addition to the PDF appli-

cation, the requirements of a transcript and resume are still in place. Additionally, any students that want to be 

considered for district star in agribusiness, star farmer, or star in agricultural placement, will be required to fill 
out the battery form and respond to the essay prompts. This year we will maintain the district level teacher 

review prior to the due date of March 1 for the state degree packet to be turned in to the state office.  
Thank you for your continued work with the students in our state– your time and efforts are appreciated! 

Rebecca Wallace, rebecca.wallace@k12.wa.us, (360) 725 -6244 
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212/360 LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE by Sam Brown, State Reporter 

On February 7th-8th, FFA members 

from Washington will gather in the 

most centrally located city in the 

state. This year, the 212/360 Confer-

ence will be held in Ellensburg, at the 

Quality Inn & Conference Center. 

This conference is put on by the Na-

tional FFA Organization. With four 

facilitators, this conference has benefi-

cial and educational material for all 

FFA members. 

The National FFA description of the 

212 Conference is: “212° – the tem-

perature at which water boils – will focus 

on taking students to the boiling point of 

leadership. At 211° water is extremely 

hot, but just one more degree gets us to 

the next level. These conferences focus 

on student development. Students will 

be challenged to push the limits.” The 

theme for 212 is “Virtues”. 

The 360 Conference is described as 

“360° will take students full circle in 

chapter leadership development. The 

conference will cover every angle for 

developing action plans for their 

chapters. Themes for this conference 

include: Action and Influence. These 

conferences focus on chapter develop-

ment.” 

This year’s 360 Conference theme is 

“Vision”. 

No matter what route your Ag Ed 

students plan to take to become suc-

cessful, the 212/360 Conference has 

something that will aid them along in 

their journey. We hope to see you 

there in Ellensburg! 

Interested in registering? The confer-

ence is limited to the first 150 pre-

registered FFA members.  Registration 

forms are due by Jan. 25, 2015, and 

can be found at http://goo.gl/forms/

VaXn8d1wWe. Questions? Contact 

abbie@washingtonffa.org. 

ADVOCACY FOR AG ED AND FFA  by Rebecca Foote, State VP 

The Washington FFA state officers 

and interested members will be 

taking part in some legislative advo-

cacy activities in the month of Febru-

ary.  On February 4th, The Farm 

Bureau Legislative Day will be held in 

Olympia, Washington. FFA members 

will receive a discounted registration 

rate of $40 to participate. This fee 

includes the activities of the day as 

well as a catered lunch at the Farm 

Bureau office. Interested members 

and chapters should register by Fri-

day, Jan. 23 at http://wsfb.com/event/

legislative-days/.  

 

CTSOs. Booth applications and reg-

istration for the event can be found 

online at:  http://wa-

ctso.washingtontsa.org/news-

announcements/

ctsocivicengagementday . Students 

and CTSO groups that register are 

encouraged to schedule meetings 

with their local legislators during this 

day.  Our officer team will be at the 

Washington FFA Association Booth 

throughout the day, if you are able 

to come by our booth in Olympia, 

please do!  

The following day, on Wednesday 

February 4, will be the CTSO   Civic 

Engagement Legislative Day. The 

event will include a training time in 

the morning, as well as CTSO out-

reach booths at the state capital 

throughout the day.  The training will 

be directed at increasing political 

knowledge and honing the skills nec-

essary to quickly and effectively share 

the message of each group. The goal 

is to highlight to the legislators and 

the public the many benefits of our 

CTE educational programs and our 

The 2015 National FFA Scholarship Application is open! The application deadlines for 2015 include: 

Online application must be submitted prior to 5 PM EST on Feb. 1, 2015 

The required Signature Pages must be mailed postmarked no later than Feb. 8, 2015 

Membership must be submitted by state to national by March 1. 

Visit FFA.org/scholarships for instructions, details, and helpful tools. Any questions can be emailed to  

Scholarships@FFA.org. 

http://goo.gl/forms/VaXn8d1wWe
http://goo.gl/forms/VaXn8d1wWe
http://wa-ctso.washingtontsa.org/news-announcements/ctsocivicengagementday
http://wa-ctso.washingtontsa.org/news-announcements/ctsocivicengagementday
http://wa-ctso.washingtontsa.org/news-announcements/ctsocivicengagementday
http://wa-ctso.washingtontsa.org/news-announcements/ctsocivicengagementday
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This summer I had the 

opportunity to train along-

side some extraordinary 

individuals.  Nineteen of 

us were selected from a 

pool of applicants to serve 

as National Collegiate 

Agriculture Ambassadors 

from Universities across 

the United States. In Au-

gust we traveled to Ra-

leigh, North Carolina to 

learn how to best advo-

cate for agriculture and 

understand the im-

portance of agriculture education.  As ambassadors it is our job to 

facilitate seminars and workshops to audiences of all ages interested 

in learning more about the agricultural industry. It is our hope that 
through this experience we will increase the public understanding of 

food, fiber, and natural resources while promoting awareness to 

scientific, economic, and mechanical resources need to produce a 

safe and reliable food source. We are required 30 hours of presen-

tations, but it is my personal goal to accomplish more.  Our program 

is sponsored by BASF, Syngenta, and CSX who graciously opened 

their doors to us to talk with their employees, tour the facilities, and 

get insight to the innovations occurring in the agricultural industry.  

WASHINGTON AG TEACHER NAMED STATE STEM WINNER  
Steve Lorenz was recently named the Washington state winner for the 

Samsung Solve for Tomorrow contest. Lorenz is a horticulture teacher 

at Hudson’s Bay High School, and is a 30-year teaching veteran. As part 

of the selection, Lorenz will receive a technology package valued at 

$20,000 to create a video to showcase his solution. 

The Hudson’s Bay FFA  members and students in the Architecture, 

Construction, and Environmental Services programs have focused their 

project on utilizing paper and cardboard waste, by inoculating it with 

mushroom mycelia. The mycelia will decompose the waste and produce 

mushrooms that can be used for growing kits, as food additives, or for 

large-scale recycling.  

Lorenz was first selected as one of the five state finalists. From the state 

winners, 10 National finalists will receive $35,000 in Samsung technolo-

gy, of the finalists, 5 National winners will receive $120,000 in Samsung 

technology and additional prizes.  The purpose of the contest is, “To 

excite students about the possibilities of STEM education, Samsung 

started the Solve for Tomorrow education contest, giving schools 

across the U.S. the opportunity to raise interest in Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Math (STEM) subjects among students by awarding their 

schools with a share of over $2 million in technology products.”  For 
more information, please visit www.samsung.com/us/solvefortomorrow/

home.html.  

Congrats to Steve Lorenz, and his students for this amazing 

honor! This project is another fantastic example of STEM 

principals being put into action in agricultural education 

classes. Best of luck as the project is continued to be     

implemented, and the competition advances through the 

national finalist selection process!  

WASHINGTON’S NATIONAL COLLEGIATE AG AMBASSADOR 
If you are hosting a community or FFA event and would like my assis-

tance please do not hesitate to reach me at aus-

tin.w.baker@email.wsu.edu. I have recently started my student teach-

ing experience in Western Washington, but am accessible and inter-

ested in any workshop or advocacy opportunities there may be. For 

more information about my fellow teammate please visit. https://

www.ffa.org/Programs/Outreach/AgAmbassadors/Pages/

AgAmbassadorTeam.aspx 

Thanks to Rabo AgriFinance and CF Industries, members from the 

Okanagon and Kennewick FFA Chapters received $1,000 SAE 

Grants from the National FFA Organization.  Congrats to those 

members that took part in the SAE Grant process! 
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“Learning to Do, Doing to Earn, Earning to 

Live, Living to Serve” that’s our motto. In 

the FFA we are often caught up in the ex-

citement and often-stressful times of com-

petition, fundraising, and meetings. We are 

all learning and doing and earning and living, 

but are we SERVING? This year the first 

statewide Program of Activities has been 

implemented, and a large focus of that 

POA is service aspect of the FFA.  

To begin our service, the Washington FFA 

visited the Ronald McDonald House in 

Spokane. We arrived early in the day to 

start preparations for the turkey dinner we 

would make for the 22 families staying in 

the house at this time. Local growers and 

businesses had donated all of the ingredi-

ents, which go to show that not only the 

FFA is in the giving mindset. Between peel-

ing carrots and mashing potatoes, we met 
some of the most inspiring individuals. A 

father who has a son with leukemia had 

also just a double knee replacement, still 

managed to have the most infectious laugh 

and to joke around. Mothers with prema-

ture babies find comfort in one another 

and told us their stories. What we found to 

be the most heart warming were the chil-

dren. Although some of them faced treat-

ment the next morning, they all were 

excited, energetic, and fun. We made 

paper turkey’s with the children, and had 
them write what they were thankful for 

on the feathers.  In addition to spending 

time doing crafts and getting to know the 

kids, we discussed the importance of agri-

culture showed them where their food 

came from, and we gave them as many 

hugs as possible before we left.  

We all made friends and we watched them 

play. As we all sat down to eat together, 

we told the families where each part of 

their dinner came from. The thanks we 

received from these families were unparal-

leled. We all left the Ronald McDonald with 

warmth in our hearts and gratitude for 

what we all have been given; a reality check 

that we all need at times. This will be the 

first of many service activities that the 

Washington FFA Association takes part in 

as we all continue down our “Route to 

Success” on this crazy highway we call life. 

Although the holiday season has come to a 

close, the Washington FFA will not let that 

be the end to our attitude of service. We 

have plans for several more service pro-

jects before our year is up and invite the 

chapters of Washington FFA to join us in 

this year of service. While planning projects 

in your communities, please don’t hesitate 

to request a state officer to join via the 

online application on the Washington FFA 

website. We are eager to join and extend 

our service across this great state!  

 

The officers would like to extend a 

special thank you to the many local 

farmers and businesses, that donated 

items for the turkey dinner. 

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE by Maya Wahl, State Secretary  

In the month of December Macy’s stores partner with the Make a 

Wish Foundation, for the “Macy’s Believe Campaign.” For every letter 

to Santa that is written and distributed to a Macy’s Store, Macy’s do-

nates $1 to the Make a Wish Foundation. This December the Wash-

ington State FFA Officer Team joined in the initiative to collect as 

many letters to Santa as possible and distribute them to a local Macy’s 

store. For ten days the team challenged their local middle and elemen-

tary schools to write as many letters as they could. After the ten days 

each officer collected and counted their letters. Together, they took 

the letters to a Macy’s store and met with the managers explaining 

what they did. After all the tallying the team’s total count was 1,811 

letters! For more information about this campaign you can visit,    

http://wish.org/content/macys-believe-2014/believe. 

LETTERS TO SANTA CHALLENGE by Liz Bumstead, State Reporter  

The officer team and Macy’s management donating their letters. 

Pacific Farm Forum—FFA PROGRAM, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2015 

DoubleTree Hotel Spokane City Center -Diahne Gill @dgill@greaterspokane.org for registration  



Upcoming Dates of Interest:  

JAN 14: Washington FFA Association and Foundation Board Mtg; Cle Elum 

JAN 27-29: National FFA Annual In-service; Indianapolis, IN 

FEB. 3: Washington Farm Bureau Legislative Day, Olympia, WA  

FEB. 4: CTSO Legislative Day, Olympia, WA  

FEB. 5: Pacific Farm Forum—DoubleTree Hotel Spokane City Center  

FEB. 7-8th: 212/360—Ellensburg ,WA   

FEB. 25: Gov. Ag Safety Day in Wenatchee, WA  

AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS IN COMPLIANCE 

FOR EXTENDED LEADERSHIP COMPONENT  

Aberdeen  

Arlington 

Asotin 

Battle Ground 

Burlington-Edison 

Capital  

Cashmere 

Cedarcrest 

Centralia 

Chehalis 

Chelan 

Chewelah 

Chiawana 

Clarkston 

Colton 

Columbia Burbank 

Columbia Rivers  

Colville 

Connell 

Dayton 

Decatur 

Deer Park 

East Valley HS 

Eastmont 

Ellensburg 

Elma 

Enumclaw 

Ferndale 

Finley 

Freeman 

FVHS  

Garfield Palouse 

Goldendale  

Granite Falls  

Grandview 

Granger 

Harrington 

Highland  

Kennewick  

Kettle Falls 

La Crosse  

Lake Stevens 

Liberty  

Lind-Ritzville 

Lynden Christian 

Mabton 

Mansfield 

Mary M Knight 

Medical Lake 

Meridian 

Mount Baker 

Mount Vernon 

Naches Valley  

Nooksack Valley 

North Mason 

Okanogan 

Onalsaska 

Omak 

Pasco HS 

Pateros 

Pomeroy 

Prosser  

Pullman 

Puyallup 

Rainier 

Reardan 

Richland 

Rosalia 

Shadle Park  

Shelton 

Sprague 

St John Endicott 

Stanwood 

Sumner 

Sunnyside  

Christian 

Tenino 

Tekoa 

Tonasket 

Toppenish 

Wahluke 

Waitsburg 
Wake Robin Learning 

Center 

White River  

Walla Walla 

Washtucna 

Wenatchee 

West Valley HS 

Willapa Valley 

Wilson Creek 

Winlock 

Woodland 

Yelm  

Extended learning and leadership is one differentiation that CTE courses, including agri-

cultural education courses have. Washington  requirements allow for the selection of a 

state recognized CTSO or a locally developed leadership equivalent. The associated 

CTSO for agricultural education is FFA. To be in compliance, on an annual basis, FFA 

chapters must submit their Program of Activities electronically to the state supervisor, 

upload their student roster, and pay the dues and CDE fee associated with member-

ship. Programs that utilize leadership equivalents for out of class leadership activities 

also provide an annual Program of Activities or Program of Work to the state supervi-

sor. To date, the following programs are up to date: 

FFA Chapters must be in good standing with the state association to be eligible for FFA 

activities.  If your program is not listed, and you would like to know what component is 

missing, please contact Rebecca Wallace (Rebecca.wallace@k12.wa.us), or Abbie 

DeMeerleer (abbie@washingtonffa.org) All Program of Activities/Work should be sent 

electronically to Rebecca Wallace at the above address.  

 

Program not on the list? 
 

Equivalent Leadership Program: 

Send your Program of Activities      
annually via email to                       

rebecca.wallace@k12.wa.us 

 
FFA CTSO Program: 

-POA Annually to State Advisor 

-Roster Uploaded on AGCN 
-Dues and Fees Paid 


