
 

Greetings this Holiday season! This Ag Ed Update is filled with recognition of many Washington members and 

educators that are working hard and experiencing success through Washington FFA Career Development Events 
and through the National Association of Agricultural Educators Convention in Tennessee. As this year comes to a 
close, I want to share my appreciation with the amazing work that is happening across our state to provide 

opportunities for our students in Washington state. Thank YOU for your work.  
Is your program in compliance?  
Agricultural programs that have selected FFA as their leadership option are required to turn in a    Program of 
Activities on an annual basis via email to the state advisor. In addition, the roster must be uploaded, and dues 

and CDE fee paid to be a chapter in good standing. Chapters that are not in good standing as of December 1st, 

will be assessed a $100.00 late fee. Programs that utilize a leadership equivalency or local leadership plan 
should send their local program of work to the agricultural sciences program supervisor on an annual basis. 

Chapters in good standing will be listed in the January Ag Ed Update. If I can be of any assistance, please let me 
know. Thank you for your continued support of agricultural education.  

Rebecca Wallace, rebecca.wallace@k12.wa.us, (360) 725 -6244 
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NATIONAL CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS by Megan Miller  
During the 87th National FFA Con-

vention and Expo, the Washington 

FFA Delegates (Apolinar Blanco, 

Rebecca Foote, Maya Wahl, Megan 

Miller, Samantha Brown, Liz Bum-

stead, and Paige Kershaw) took the 

National Officers up on their chal-

lenge to “Go All Out!” and partici-

pated fully in all aspects of Con-

vention. Among the various tasks 

of being a National Delegate, they 

found the time to enjoy the various 

booths throughout the FFA Career 

Fair and Expo hall, along with 

checking out the good ole’ sales at 

the FFA Mall and Megastore! Wash-

ington Delegates were among the 

11% of members who attended the 

record-breaking 64,400 member 

Convention at the Kentucky Exposi-
tion Center in Louisville, Kentucky. 

There were memorable speeches 

from business professionals such as 

the Tyson Foods CEO Donnie 

Smith and Elanco President Jeff 

Simmons, as well as inspirational 

calls-to-to-action from motivational 

speakers Nick Vujicic and Jane Her-

long, who demanded us as FFA’ers 

to be resilient; follow our dreams 

and ultimately strive to be the lead-

ers who will change the world. 

Alongside the amazing stories from 

the keynote speakers, Washington 

Delegates were inspired by the Re-

tiring Addresses from this year’s 

National Officers at each of the gen-

eral sessions. The 87th National FFA 

Convention and Expo, ended on a 

high note with the celebration of an 

all-time membership count of 

610,240 with 7,665 chapter across 

50 states, Puerto Rico and the Virgin 

Islands, as well as the announcement 

of the six new National Officers, 

(see below).  

For more highlights of the 87th Na-

tional FFA Convention and Expo, go 

to FFA.org to watch the online ses-

sions and RFD-TV coverage. 

National President: Andy Paul, Georgia  National Secretary; Victoria Maloch, Arkansas 

National Eastern Region Vice President: Ruth Ann Myers, Kentucky  

National Central Region Vice President: Kristen Schmidt, Colorado 

National Western Region Vice President: Caleb Gustin, New Mexico 

National Southern Region Vice President: Stephen McBride, Tennessee  

https://www.ffa.org/SiteCollectionImages/nationalofficers/Large_National Officer Team.jpg
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Washington Tractor representatives with the 1st Place 

Tractor Driving team from the Connell FFA Chapter  

WASHINGTON TRACTOR, POTATO, AND APPLE CDE SUCCESS! 

Ryan Holterhoff of the Washington Potato Commission 

with the 1st place Reardan FFA Chapter  

The Top 10 Individuals in the Tractor Driving Contest with 

sponsor, Washington Tractor, representatives.  

The recipients of the Washington Potato Scholarships are: 

Tyler O’Brien of the Lind-Ritzville FFA Chapter, Drew Carlson 

of the Stanwood FFA Chapter, and Camden Smith of the Lind-

Ritzville FFA Chapter. 

The Apple CDE was co-sponsored by the Yakima Valley College 

and Washington Apple Education Foundation. The winning team 

was from the Prosser FFA. 

The Washington State Tractor and Potato CDE were held in Grant County  Fairgrounds 

in Moses Lake. The tractor CDE boasted 34 teams, with the top team being Connell FFA 

Chapter. Michael Lipps and Jarrod Tutle both tied for first place in the contest,        

sponsored by Washington Tractor. The State Potato contest was sponsored by the 

Washington Potato Commission, and of the 24 competing teams, the Reardan FFA 

Chapter took home the top team awards. Tyler O’Brien of the Lind– Ritzville chapter 

earned top score overall. The commission sponsors scholarship to the top 3 participants 

in the contest.  

The Washington Apple CDE had 18 teams take part and was sponsored by the Yakima 

Valley College and Washington Apple Education Foundation.  The Prosser FFA Chapter 

took home top honors, with Lacey Desserault of Prosser as the top individual.  

Congratulations to all the participants of these Career Development Events! 
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YELM TEACHER SELECTED AS NATIONAL WINNER  

WASHINGTON’S TEACHER TURN THE KEY 

Matthew Mounts, agriculture educator 
at Yelm High School in Yelm, Wash., is 

one of only six individuals nationwide 
who received the National Association 
of Agricultural Educators Teacher 
Mentor Award at the NAAE annual 

convention in Nash-

ville, Tenn.  
Mounts has taught 
agriculture at Yelm 

High School for 15 
years.  In his time at 
Yelm, Mounts has 
mentored 12 stu-

dent teachers com-
pleting their college 
practicum. When it 

is time for his stu-
dent teachers to 
accept their first 

teaching job, 
Mounts discusses 
with them the posi-

tives and negatives of each potential 
position.  Additionally, Mounts keeps 
up with past mentees to help them 

once they have accepted a position 
and are teaching on their own. 
Mounts keeps his classes current by 

using his networking skills to build 

relationships and contract guest 
speakers to discuss industry stand-
ards, current job availability, and 

what general skills they seek in 
potential employees. This also al-
lows mentees to expand their net-
works and develop a list of potential 

guest speakers for their future 
classrooms.  
Mounts encourages mentees to take 

part in professional development 
opportunities through professional 
organizations such as the Washing-

ton Association for Agricultural 
Educators and the National Associa-
tion for Agricultural Educators, and 

is himself an active member in both 
associations. Mounts instills in his 
mentees that furthering professional 

development is a choice that must 
be made to enhance their teaching 
abilities.  

“As a student teaching mentor, 

Matt has the patience to listen, a 
passion for agriculture, and the 
drive to make a difference in this 

industry,” said Hillary Hull, agricul-
ture educator at Yelm Community 
Schools. “His strong resume and 
high qualifications make him the 

perfect person to look up to and 
strive to be like in the classroom.” 
Each of the six regional Teacher 

Mentor Award winners was 
recognized at the NAAE 
convention in Nashville, Tenn.  

CEV Multimedia sponsors the 
Teacher Mentor Award. NAAE is 
the professional association for 

agricultural educators.  Its mission 

is “professionals providing 
agricultural education for the global 

community through visionary 
leadership, advocacy and service.”   

Darla Sheppard, agricultural educator 

at Yelm Middle School, and Kristin 
Niehenke, agricultural educator at 
Toutle Lake High School were recipi-

ents of the 2014 Teachers Turn the 
Key professional development scholar-
ship. As scholarship recipients, they 
were able to attend the 2014 National 

Association of Agricultural Educators 
annual convection in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, November 18-22. The Teach-

ers Turn the Key scholarship brings 
together agricultural educators with 
four or fewer years of experience and 

immerses them in three days of pro-
fessional development that addresses 

issues specific to the early years of 

teaching agriculture. Participants also 
have the opportunity to become in-
volved in NAAE leadership and net-

work with other NAAE convention 
attendees. TTTK participants come 
away from the experience with a long-
lasting peer cohort and tools that will 

help them have successful careers as 
agricultural educators. 
Sheppard began teaching agriculture at 

Yelm Middle School in the fall of 2013.  

One of her specialties is science con-

cepts real to students by integrating 
them into her agriculture instruction. 
For instance, one activity she always 

does is to have students create an 
experiment and test their hypothesis. 
In the course of this activity, Sheppard 
teaches  students how to write a 

scientifically correct hypothesis, find 
variables, write a procedure, collect 
data, and write a conclusion. In addi-

tion, students are also required to 
present their experiment to the class, 
incorporating public speaking skills. 

“I believe that agricultural education is 
a great way to prepare students to be 

leaders,” said Sheppard.  “The role of 

agricultural education is to build upon 
the general education curriculum 
specifically, rather than teaching broad 

and general classes.” 
Since being hired to teach agriculture 
at Toutle Lake High School in 2010, 
Niehenke has expanded experiential 

learning opportunities for her students 
through activities like propagation labs, 
where students examine various plant 

cuttings to determine which type of 

reproduction works best 

for the different plants, 
and germination trials to 
look at the effects of 

water, light and air in 
relation to plant growth. 
Surrounded by a large 
forestry industry, Niehen-

ke teaches her students 
tree identification, com-
pass and pacing, and tim-

ber cruising. Timber 
cruising is a survey of 
forest land to locate 

usable timber and esti-
mate its quantity by spe-

cies, size, quality or other 

characteristics. 
“Teachers should strive 
to inspire students to 

want to learn by connecting classroom 
material to their lives and promoting 
self-direction and inquiry rather than 
always relying on the    instructor,” 

said Niehenke. “Teachers need to 
mentor and help students look be-
yond today and advance their futures 

by exposing them to career atmos-
pheres and standards.”  

Each of the TTTK scholarship recipi-

ents was also recognized during at a 
general session during the NAAE 
convention.  RAM Trucks sponsors 

the TTTK program as a special 
project of the National FFA Founda-
tion. 

From Left: Darla Sheppard, and Kristin Niehenke  

WASHINGTON TEACHER TAKES PART IN XLR8 PROGRAM 
The XLR8 program was created 

by the NAAE in 2013, the 

“eXcellence in Leadership for 

Retention professional develop-

ment program” was created to 

meet the needs of mid-career 

agriculture teachers in their 7th to 

15th year of teaching. Mount 

Baker High School teacher,   

Tamara Whitcomb took part in 

the program in it’s inaugural year. 

Julia Collins, agricultural teacher at 

Castle Rock High School, was one 

of only twenty teachers selected 

across the nation to take part in 

this year’s XLr8 offering, held 

concurrently with the NAAE 

convention in Nashville, Tenn.  

The XLR8 program includes in-

tensive professional development 

sessions during the NAAE con-

vention, as well as recurring virtu-

al learning experiences, online 

collaboration using NAAE Com-

munities of Practices, and other 

social media projects. XLR8 is 

sponsored by CSX as a special 

project of the National FFA 

Foundation. Applications that 

have had NAAE membership for 

three years are eligible and en-

couraged to apply.  



Upcoming Dates of Interest:  

DEC 1: Late Fee Assessed for Chapters—not in good standing.  

DEC 21st: DuPont Ambassador Applications Due—online at NAAE.ORG 

JAN 14: Washington FFA Association and Foundation Board Mtg; Cle Elum 

JAN 27-29: National FFA Annual In-service; Indianapolis, IN 

FEB. 4: CTSO Legislative Day, Olympia, WA  

FEB. 7-8th: 212/360—Details to come  

NATIONAL AGRISCIENCE TEACHER AMBASSADOR  
The DuPont National Agriscience 

Teacher Ambassador Program is 

currently accepting applications 

for the 2015 Agriscience Ambas-

sador Academies to be held June 

14-19 and July 12-17, 2015. The 

academy cultivates Agriscience 

and inquiry based learning in 

agricultural education. Agricul-

ture teachers are trained on how 

to enhance the science that is 

already present in agriculture , as 

well as develop student as prob-

lem solvers and thinkers through 

the inquiry based teaching meth-

od. Teachers are able to attend 

the week long training held at the 

DuPont Chesapeake Farms in 

Chestertown, Maryland, share 

lesson plans and teaching strate-

gies, tour the DuPont research 

facilities, and facilitate workshops 

at NAAE and National FFA Con-

vention Teacher’s World. Appli-

cations must be submitted by 

December 21, 2014.  If you have 

questions about the program, 

please contact Alissa Smith at 

asmith.naae@uky.edu.  

Washington’s Dan Tedor, teach-

er at Decatur High School was an 

ambassador this year and can 

answer any questions you may 

have about the program.  Dan 

can be reached at 

dtedor@fwps.org. 

Dan Tedor facilitates an inquiry 

based lesson at NAAE convention. 

DAY OF SERVICE REVIEW  by Maya Wahl 
FFA is often associated with agricul-

ture and student success, however, 

service is something that the FFA 

strives for as well. The Washington 

State FFA officers have made it a 

team goal to really emphasize the 

importance of service in this organi-

zation and carry out as many service 

projects as possible. The National 

FFA shares these values. 

On Monday of National Convention 

the Washington officers and dele-

gate participated in the Day of Ser-

vice that is organized by the Nation-

al FFA organization. There were 

several different projects for dele-

gates to participate in that day in-

cluding a community clean up, meal 

packaging for students to take to 

school, and the preparation of meals 

to be sent all over the world. The 

Washington delegates participated in 

the last option. 

They spent the afternoon packaging 

meals for the organization; Kids 

Against Hunger. These meals are 

designed to provide nutrients and 

energy that kids may not get on a 

daily basis. Each package feeds 6 peo-

ple a healthy meal of rice and soy with 

dried vegetables. These packages only 

cost $1.50 and all the ingredients have 

been produced in the United States. 

Meal have been sent all over the 

world, but also are used locally for 

families who need assistance. 

The officers jobs were to put 

the ingredients into the pack-

aging, sealing the packets, and 

then boxing them up. It was an 

entirely student led activity 

which made it even more re-

warding. By the end of the day 

the 150 delegates participating 

in the activity had made 29,592 

meals! This was just the first of 

many service activities the 

state officers plan to take part 

in and it has inspired them all 

to continue their year of ser-

vice with a determination to 

make the biggest impact possi-

ble.  

THE 2015 NATIONAL FFA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

IS NOW LIVE 

The online application must be submitted prior to 5 p.m. EST on Feb. 1, 2015. 

The required Signature Pages must be mailed postmarked no later than Feb. 8, 2015. 

Same as last year: 

Membership must be submitted by state to national by March 1, 2015. 

Instructions, details and helpful tools are available on www.FFA.org/scholarships.  Be sure to review eligi-

bility requirements for the America’s Farmers Grow Ag Leaders scholarships presented by the Monsanto 

Fund and the Built Ford Tough dealer scholarship program. 

Direct questions, comments or concerns via email to Scholarships@FFA.org.  

 

Registrations for CASE  

Institutes are now open at 

case4learning.org. 

Registrations for Washington 

CASE Institutes are handled in 

state. Washington CASE     

Institutes include;   

Natural   Resources: July 12-17, 

20-22, in Elma, WA   

Animal Sciences: July 19-24, 27-

29 in Prosser, WA.   

LIMITED Perkins Reserve Fund 

Scholarships are available at 

each location.  

Contact Rebecca Wallace for 

more information.  

https://www.ffa.org/programs/grantsandscholarships/Scholarships/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:Scholarships@FFA.org?subject=2015%20National%20FFA%20Scholarship%20Application

