
As we approach the November 1 deadline for the receipt of the Program of Activities, and the 

deadline to upload the chapter rosters, please utilize the available resources on the Washington 

FFA website at washingtonffa.org, and feel free to contact state staff with any questions. Keep in 

mind that any chapter that fails to upload their roster, and pay the dues and activities fee by     

December 1, is eligible for a one hundred dollar fine.  
Best of luck and safe travels to all FFA members, advisors, 

family and guests traveling to and competing at the        

National FFA Convention!  
Can’t travel to Louisville? Check out the coverage on RFD TV and online, as well as checking 

in with the Washington FFA social media accounts to stay in tuned with what’s happening! 

Rebecca Wallace, rebecca.wallace@k12.wa.us, (360) 725 -6244 

 Washington Agriculture   

Education Update 

Special points of in-

terest: 

 National Convention 

Overview 

 Words from our National 

Officer Candidate 

 Important  dates and  

deadlines  

Washington FFA  

Website: 

www.washingtonffa.org 

The state officers have   

announced their theme this 

year is: 

Come Together 

October 2015 

 

SEA OF BLUE TAKES OVER LOUISVILLE by Jason Wigen, Reporter 

For the last week in October, Kentucky, specifically Louisville, will be 

flooded by a sea of blue jackets. Registration numbers for National Con-

vention are in and this convention is expected to be the biggest one ever, 

with an estimated 63,000 members from all corners of the United States 

and its territories attending. The State Officers are extremely excited to 

go represent Washington at National Convention. The officers, along with 

Matthew Rounsley of the Tenino FFA Chapter, will be involved with the 

national delegate process. It is especially exciting as several of the pro-

posals Washington made this year have a chance at being considering for 

review and voting. Along with the delegate process, the officer team 

would like to wish all the chapters representing Washington at Nationals  

the best of luck in their respective Career Development Events.  

There are also tons of opportunities for FFA members that attend National 

Convention. There are multiple different tour opportunities both inside and 

outside Louisville for members to take part in, including some such as: The 

Louisville Slugger Museum, Churchill Downs, Deere Farms, Fort Knox, and 

many more. As well as the tours, members can take part in a variety of ser-

vice opportunities through the National Day of Service such as a local food 

bank, National Safe Place, and the Louisville Zoo.  Members and teachers can 

seek leadership and learning development opportunities by attending a lead-
ership or career based workshop such as “Ethanol Past, Present, future,” 

“Know Hunger,” or “Life Is a Journey, Not a Destination.”  Convention sessions will highlight accomplishments 

of FFA members and also feature motivational speakers such as Dr. Rick Rigsby, Amberley Snyder, and Brad 

Montague. With all the work opportunities, there are also entertainment options including two concerts, a 

hypnotist, comedy improv sketches, and the rodeo to name a few. There is the FFA mall filled with hundreds of 

vendors, and the Expo center, which is filled with many agricultural based companies and dozens of college 

booths. The Expo allows members to explore career and educational opportunities from more than 450 indus-

try-leading exhibitors.  Overall, National Convention is an amazing opportunity for members, and the State 

Officers are looking forward to seeing some Washington jackets! 
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Nutrients for Life  

Deadlines: 
Nov. 1: Register and provide 

detailed project plans 

Jan. 27: Progress Report Due 

April 3: Final application, 

results of project, and letter of 

recommendation due.  

STATE OFFICER OPPORTUNITIES by Mitch Jamison, Secretary 

Chapter visits kicked off for the year in late September.  Throughout the rest of the year 

the State officer team will be visiting chapters and their respective schools to help get 

agriculture education students and FFA members excited about agriculture and the      

opportunities available in FFA, we on the state team also hope to help promote the FFA 

mission and raise awareness for agriculture and the importance of agricultural education. 

The typical chapter visit consists of two state officers facilitating advisor chosen       

workshops during regular class periods, the workshops can range from having the      

students attempt to construct “sheep barns” using limited resources to practice some of 

the skills that are honed in FFA    members, to learning about why joining FFA is a      

valuable decision, and many other subjects. This is a great opportunity for the state    

officers to learn about the different FFA chapters in Washington and connect with   

members and advisors from across the state. We hope to see many more chapters   

during our year of service and look forward to working with and learning about the 

chapters, members, and advisors that make up the Washington State FFA Association! 

Want to request an officer? Visit 

www.washingtonffa.org, select events,  
select “Request a State Officer Visit” 

in the drop down menu, and follow 

instructions to request a state FFA 

officer for your event! 

During the final days of September 2015, the six state officers set off for an 

adventure like none they had ever experienced before - they had begun 

their chapter visits. This marked the   beginning of many opportunities that 

were in store for them. During their travels, the officers get to meet and 

interact with members from all across the state; many of whom are just as    

excited and eager to meet the officer team, as the officers are to meet 

them.  Hearing about members’ stories within FFA as well as outside of the 

FFA has become one of the team’s favorite parts about their year of      

service.  In addition to visiting the chapters, the state officers also receive 

much of their newly acquired knowledge from their homestays. “The   

hospitality that we receive wherever we go is like nothing else. We are so 

thankful for the families that willingly offer their home to us and allow us to have a look at how their 

families operate and their lifestyle. It gives us a whole new perspective on how other families live 

throughout the state. I really enjoy that part of being a state officer,” said Dallas Tyus, State Treasurer. 

Another exciting part of the officers’ adventure is the many opportunities lined up to meet with com-

pany leaders and their co-workers throughout the year.  Recently, the officer team was able to meet 

with some of the Washington Farm Bureau members, and they graciously provided the use of their 

conference room, located inside the Washington Farm Bureau building in Lacey, WA.  The team used 

the room to help prepare for their Blue and Gold Leadership Tour (BGLT) which ran from September 

21st through the 25th. The tour was deemed a great success and the officers are hopeful that the    

members were able to take as much from it as they did. The officers are more optimistic every week 

as they become acquainted with more and more  people across the state and develop a better       

understanding of the members they represent. 

NUTRIENTS FOR LIFE FOUNDATION OPPORTUNITY 

The Helping Communities Grow fertilizer and soil nutrient community outreach program is adminis-

tered by the Nutrients for Life Foundation and is offered to FFA chapters in good standing. FFA chap-

ters are challenged to investigate and discover the critical role fertilizer plays in improving plant health 

for an abundant, affordable and safe food supply.  With this gained knowledge, they are to go beyond 

the classroom and educate their community on the benefits fertilizer and soil nutrients play in food 

production. To view the application and start the registration process, go to: https://

www.nutrientsforlife.org/helpingcommunitiesgrow.  Monetary awards ranging from $250-$3,000 are 

available.  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v1/url?u=https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u%3Dhttps-3A__www.nutrientsforlife.org_helpingcommunitiesgrow%26d%3DBQMF-g%26c%3DB1iKVRGWDH6ZXOQtuqV5pQ%26r%3DdeJzTTmMP3s83RvQF5uSlxPoubU-a9YZJfJqHIQgEBw%26m%3DKn50lO2pFC_igtJ
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v1/url?u=https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u%3Dhttps-3A__www.nutrientsforlife.org_helpingcommunitiesgrow%26d%3DBQMF-g%26c%3DB1iKVRGWDH6ZXOQtuqV5pQ%26r%3DdeJzTTmMP3s83RvQF5uSlxPoubU-a9YZJfJqHIQgEBw%26m%3DKn50lO2pFC_igtJ


Agricultural educators have the opportunity to win $1,000 for their agricultural program to be used as needed! This award is 

part of the #SpeakAg platform that the National FFA officers are promoting as part of their team’s legacy initiative. Ag teach-

ers must apply online and write a short statement finishing this sentence, “It is important to teach my ag students about advo-

cacy because…”, and also must use the “SpeakAg hashtag through October 31st in various social media platforms highlighting 

the work accomplished. Each FFA region will have one $1,000 recipient. Please visit https://www.ffa.org/ffa2015/Pages/SpeakAg

-Teachers.aspx to sign up!  
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BLUE AND GOLD LEADERSHIP TOUR by Monica Haugen, Vice-President 

We, as a team, had some amazing opportunities to attend various fairs 

throughout Washington State to dive into local agriculture, build      

relationships and memories, and feel a sense of community despite  

being a long way from home. Collectively we were able to attend the 

Klickitat county, Yakima Valley, Walla Walla, Clark County, Kittitas 

county, Kitsap county, Adams county, Northwest Washington, Skagit 

county Skamania county, Northeastern Washington, Palouse Empire, 

Evergreen state fair Grant county, North Central Washington Fair, 

Lincoln county, Chelan county, interstate fair in Spokane, and the state 

fair in Puyallup. We had such a great time at all of these events. 

Some of the tasks that we accomplished were getting signatures from 

buyers at the sale, running pig boards, handing out ribbons, assisting 

with paperwork during shows, helping with supervising judging        

contests,    tabulating scores and awarding teams and individuals for 

judging contests, any other activities asked of us, and building relation-

ships with amazing people at these events. It was interesting to see how 

some of the focus' differed at different fairs, but the foundation for advocating for the agricultural 

industry and creating ag literacy within the community was a constant theme. has been in place for 

quite some time making this theme a tradition making the local fair an atmosphere of enlightenment, 

learning, agricultural exposure, and joy. 

A TASTE OF WASHINGTON FAIRS by Dallas Tyus, Treasurer 

 
The Blue and Gold Leadership Tour (BGLT) is always a great opportunity for FFA members around the state. The state   

officer team travels to each district to hold workshops and meet members. After opening ceremonies, the officers revealed 

this year’s theme, “Come Together,” and then members split into groups to rotate through two workshops covering a     

variety of leadership development topics. This year we traveled to eight of the nine districts in just five days. Throughout the 

Blue and Gold tour Washington’s National Officer Candidate Rebecca Foote and National FFA President Andy Paul were 

able to travel with us and provide leadership workshops and motivational words of wisdom. It was an honor to have Mr. Paul 

join us for this experience. He gave a motivating keynote speech at each stop about taking the next step. We loved having 

him join us! Over the nine BGLT stops, we were able to meet more than 1,350 Washington FFA members, representing over 

84 programs! Overall BGLT was a great experience, and we appreciate all those that attended! 

AG TEACHERS ELIGIBLE TO WIN $1,000  

The 2016 FFA: Food For All grant application is available! Chapters may apply for up to 

$2,500 to support year –long service-learning projects that address local hunger needs. 

Applications are due Monday, November 23, 2015  

https://www.ffa.org/ffa2015/Pages/SpeakAg-Teachers.aspx
https://www.ffa.org/ffa2015/Pages/SpeakAg-Teachers.aspx


AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES 

EDUCATION 
OLD CAPITOL BUILDING 

PO BOX 47200 

OLYMPIA, WA 98504 

Phone: 360-725-6244 

Fax: 360-586-9321 

E-mail: rebecca.wallace@k12.wa.us 

Upcoming Dates of Interest:  

Oct 21: State Land Evaluation CDE—Spokane County 

Oct 28-31: National FFA Convention—Louisville, KY  

Nov. 1: POA (on approved forms) due electronically to state advisor 

Nov. 1: FFA Roster deadline 

Nov. 13: State Potato Evaluation and Tractor Contest– Grant County Fairgrounds 

Nov. 16: SAE Grants Due  

Dec. 1: Dues and Activities Fee ($100) payment due to state association  

During Washington's 85th annual FFA State Convention, I    

received the honor of becoming the National Officer Candidate 

for Washington. Over the past five months I have been able to 

expand my knowledge on issues regarding agriculture, FFA, and 

agricultural education. Luckily for me, this preparation time has 

not been an experience I have had to face alone. I have been 

fortunate enough to be met with countless support at every 

step during this process. From advisors letting me practice 

workshops with their students to industry representatives    

explaining current problems in agriculture. Everyone reading this 

article has helped advance the mission of FFA and strengthen 

our organization. I would like to thank you for the roll you have 

served in making our association what it is today, and for giving 

every student enrolled in an agriculture class the tools to      

become their best selves. Thank you for giving your time, talent, 

and treasure for the betterment of our agriculture community. 

Your unparalleled support is truly appreciated.! 

SHARING MY APPRECIATION by Rebecca Foote 

 

T-Shirts are still available in 

support of the Washington 

FFA Fire Relief Efforts. 

“Come Together” shirts 

may be purchased for $20, 

and all proceeds go to    

support the Washington 

FFA Fire Relief fund.           

If interested, contact Abbie 

DeMeerleer at-

abbie@washingtonffa.org 


